
Minutes of the sixth Meeting of Technical Advisory Committee

Date : 02.04.2013 Time: 1000 hrs.

Venue : Electronics Niketan

List of Participants: Annexure `A’

1. The minutes of the previous TAC meeting were confirmed by the members present.
2. The meeting was called to get the views of the industry and industry associations on 

the technical problems they might be facing on applicability of the Gazette notification 
on “Electronics and Information Technology Goods (Requirements for Compulsory 
Registration) Order, 2012”.

3. The issues raised by industry representatives before the committee were :

3.1 Industry representatives made the following presentation -

Commercial / Industrial Highly Specialized Equipment (HSE) including Servers, 
Storage, Printing machines and made-to-order customized IT products are installed, 
operated, and maintained by professionals, who are trained and prepared to manage 
the product’s inherent safety risk and pose little risk to the general consumer public. 
Most of these large and expensive equipment are not used by mass consumers.

Additionally, these equipment are very large, expensive and the annual quantities 
sold are very low that would not economically justify the cost of the destructive tests. 
For some products that are 3 - phase powered, exceeding house-hold or office 
voltage, or very large, the Indian test labs have indicated that they are not able to test 
them.

The industry representatives stated that Commercial/ Industry Highly Specialized 
Equipment (HSE) including Servers, Storage, Printing machines, high - end plotters 
exceeding 60 inch, and Made-to-order customized IT products should be defined 
separately and exempted from the scope of “The Electronics and Information 
Technology Goods (Requirements for Compulsory Registration) Order, 2012.”

The TAC members debated that the issues raised by the industry representatives 
were more of definition from end user’s point of view which has no relevance to the 
product specifications. Hence, it does not serve as technical specification on which 
TAC can express an opinion.

3.2 To a question “Retail point of sale terminal”, members were of the opinion that this 
does not fall under ADP as define in FAQ 58.

3.3 In reference to FAQ 38 on desktop computer, industry desired that definition of 
desktop should cover personal computer, work station, thin client, all in one 
computer, etc. which are of the same figuration.

The members were of opinion that the information provided is not sufficient to include 
all this items under the heading of desktop. The members wanted the industry to 
submit more details and, if possible, a definition for all these from a non-disputable 



source to arrive at a definition which could be understandable to non - technical 
person also.

Action - MAIT

3.4 Industry representatives pointed out that the answer given in FAQ 57 to question 
“Will the Compulsory Registration order apply to spare parts of the notified 
products? Will the order apply to an item used as a replacement of a faulty 
unit?” is “The Compulsory Registration order applies to finished goods and not 
spares. However, complete unit being sent as replacement of faulty unit would draw 
the attention of this order” and this is insufficient to cover CKD / SKD etc.

Members were of the view that the FAQ 57 be amended to state “The Compulsory 
Registration order applies to finished goods and not the spare parts, CKD or SKD 
units, and stripped down warranty replacement units. However, complete unit being 
sent as replacement of faulty unit would draw the attention of this order”.

3.5 An issue had been received from the industry “How customs will check shipment 
when it arrives. Does the industry need to show any specific document or any other 
way to satisfy the customs if the product does not fall under the ambit of this order”.

The members were of the opinion that is not a technical question and hence it is not 
a TAC issue.

3.6 Upon a perusal of the Indian Standards, the industry have noticed that certain areas, 
like colour code and length of cord, are in conflict with the International Electro -
technical Commission (IEC) standards. However, the said inconsistencies are not of 
a critical nature and would in no way, affect the quality of the products. Will the said 
inconsistencies be considered by the laboratories while doing the testing of the items 
submitted to them?

The members were of the opinion that the industry has to fallow the Indian standards.

3.7 Industry has represented that barcode readers and barcode scanners work on the 
same principle and have the same HS code allocated by the customs. However, FAQ 
53 differentiates between the two stating “The bar code readers (handheld or fixed 
type) are not part of the notified fifteen products. However, the scanners and printers 
fall under the ambit of this Order”.

The members proposed that since the barcode readers also basically scan for 
decoding, it should be included in the list of notified 15 products. They also proposed 
that answer to FAQ 53 be amended to read “The barcode readers, barcode 
scanners and barcode printers (handheld or fixed type) fall under the ambit of this 
Order”.

3.8 To a question “Are fax machine covered under this order”, members stated that fax 
machine is not covered by this order.

3.9 To a question “Are multi-function printers / all in one printers covered under this 
regulation”, members stated that this question has already been addressed in FAQ 
58.



3.10 To a question “What is meaning of input power of amplifier, is it a typing mistake and 
has to be output power”, members stated that this is not a typographical error and it 
is input power of amplifier which was arrived at after due consultations with the 
industry.

3.11 Some of the industry member pointed out that labs are refusing to accept job on 
account of size / weight / power consumption, etc.

The members were of the opinion that is not a technical question and hence it is not 
a TAC issue.

3.12 To a question “Do both professional use equipment and home use equipment require 
registration”, the member stated that the Gazette notification and the relevant Indian 
Standards do not differentiate between professional use equipment and home use 
equipment. If any such equipment falls under the ambit of this order, it has to be 
registered with BIS.

3.13 To a question “Could HS codes or any other clear identifier to determine which 
products are included in each category be provided”, member stated that this an 
implementation issue and not a technical question and hence it is not a TAC issue.

3.14 To a question “Are the following products included in the category Automatic Data 
Processing Machine?”, members commented that 

a) Large server used in data centres, etc. - Yes, refer FAQ 58
b) Communication control units such as switches. - No
c) Professional use IT equipment such as display controllers. - Yes, if they are to be 

used in conjunction with notified display units of size > 32” with display controller 
falling under ADP.

d) Peripheral devices such as external HDD or Blu-ray drives. -No
e) Refurbished internal hard disk drive (which forms part of the laptop or personal 

computer for storage of data). External hard disk drives (which can be attached 
to laptops and personal computers for the purposes of taking back up of data). -
No

f) Network - attached storage (NAS) which is computer data storage connected to 
a computer network. NAS is often manufactured as an additional computer 
appliance for storing files. - Yes, refer FAQ 58.

g) Hard drive media player (HDMP) which is a hard drive enclosure with hardware 
and software for playing audio, video, and photos through a home cinema or 
home theatre PC. It can be used either as an external hard drive, or to play 
computer- based media files through external media devices without the need for 
a separate computer.

Members were of the opinion that adequate technical details and specification 
have not been provided for TAC to comment.

h) Large scale data storage products which are mostly installed at data centre, 
where general public is not allowed to access. The products operate the 
proprietary software which is not available in the commodity market. The 
enclosures of these products are primarily constructed of the fabricated sheet 



metal which typically measures approximately from 50 cm wide by 45 cm deep 
by 9 cm height (Entry range products) to 50 cm wide by 62 deep and 27 cm 
height (High end product), and it contains various modules such as motherboard, 
power supply and I/O interface modules. For normal installation, it usually goes 
into the metal cabinet which measures approximately 60 cm wide by 110 cm 
deep by 200 cm height and its weight typically exceed several hundred 
kilograms. - Yes, refer FAQ 58.

3.15 To a question “Are RFID Detection System covered by this order”, members were of 
opinion that they are not covered.

3.16 To a question “Are Iris scanner, Optical fingerprint scanner and the Pad staff work 
station which can operate as a circulation desk or tag programme station, handling 
multiple items at the same time, processes barcode and RFID tag at checkout and 
return, which is fully compatible with desk computers, scanners and printers and 
display can be adjusted to allow viewing library automation system”, members were 
of opinion that all are part of the scheduled products with third being a data 
processing device as defined in FAQ 58.

3.17 To a question “Is pocket photo product using AC adopter DC 5V, 1A which is similar 
to Polaroid camera covered by this order”, members were of the opinion that it is not.

3.18 To a question “Component data storage system”, members of the opinion that this 
part of the ADP as defined under FAQ 58.

3.19 To a question “Feature Rich Voice over IP is covered under the order”, members 
were of the opinion that it is not.

3.20 There was a question for the wall mounted video display panels (generally of size 55” 
operating together with the controller unit which drives these video panel, members 
were of the nation that panel are already covered as video display units of size 32” 
whereas the controller was covered under ADP as defined under FAQ 58.

3.21 MAIT questionnaire received on 29 March 2013 and members clarifications thereon -

i. IMPORTS IN TRANSIT

It has been clarified by the Hon’ble Minister, Sh. Kapil Sibal, Ministry of 
Communication and Information Technology to the Industry on 05-Mar’13 that the 
Imports shipped from the manufacturing location before 03-Apr’13 will not be in the 
scope of the order. However the FAQs dated 11-Mar’13 have not covered the 
exemption of Imports-in-transit.

Notification clarifying grandfathering has been published and is available on DeitY 
website.

ii. SERIES CLASSIFICATION

Align the Series Classification as per International Guidelines and remove CPU and 
PCB from the list of components. CPUs should not be used for family classification 
as there are multiple SKUs in each category, varying in terms of Speed / Power 



consumption / Cores / Cache etc. These are marketing names and might vary at a 
later date from companies like Intel/AMD etc. Thus, we request for separation of 
tablets and laptops and removal of CPU as criteria.

Can Family/series approval be based on the same basic design and construction, 
with minor differences which are not safety-critical, and alternative safety-critical 
components shall be allowed as long as these are evaluated and included in the 
safety test report issued by the recognized test lab.

Can ‘Same CPU’ criteria be excluded from Series Guidelines to facilitate faster series 
formulation and submission of samples for Testing.

Members of the view that no decision can be made because 

a. CPU Thermal profiles not submitted till date.

b Series formation guidelines issued after consultations with industry. No such 
comments at that time.

c. This is an effort to modify wishlist.

d. Still, no reason for not submitting products for testing as per available 
guidelines.

Action - MAIT

iii. Will labs give unified test report like ‘IS 13252-1:2010/IEC 60950-1:2005’ as 
mentioned on the Indian safety standard?

The members were of the opinion that is not a technical question and hence it is not 
a TAC issue

iv. Clarity is required on whether the following products are out of the scope of 
the order:

PC projectors and VDU category: does this category include monitors sold separately 
or ones sold with PC?

USB – HDD (ADPM)

The members were of the opinion VDUs and Monitors of size > 32” are already 
included in the ambit of the order whereas USB - HDD is not included.

v. FUTURE MODELS :

There will be situations, wherein a Model Certified would cover future introductions 
as well. Which means, that a model certified today (selected as the worst case), 
would technically be able to cover for future models being introduced. In such case, 
will it be possible to get such future models included as certified (as part of 10 
models in a series) after Grant of Registration to the representative model already 
certified.



TAC clarified that New products can be included in the existing Registration no with 
the following process 

a. Technical details of the new product along with the existing Series and test 
report to be submitted to the Labs for validation.

b. Validation report from Lab along with existing registration no for a series, 
needs to be submitted to BIS.

vi. Laptops & Tablets be carved out as separate categories due to vast 
difference between construction, capabilities and usage models

Members of the view that no decision can be taken because 

a. Necessary documents not submitted.

b Series formation guidelines issued after consultations with industry. No such 
comments at that time.

c. This is an effort to modify wishlist.

d. Still, no reason for not submitting products for testing as per available 
guidelines.

Action - MAIT

vii. ADP is a very ambiguous term and is causing lot of confusion to the Industry 
in the absence of a clear definition of ADP. In the absence of clear definition of ADP 
in the Order or specific list of equipment of ADP, any Electronic or IT Equipment 
which has any computing, printing, networking capability may be deemed to be ADP.

Industry recommends that like the other 14 items, TAC should notify specific list of 
equipment that TAC wants to cover in the scope of this Order along with the clear 
and specific definition of the equipment.

Members of the view that no decision can be held because

a. Necessary documents not submitted till date to clarify the ambiguity. Hence it 
is a vague question.

b. TAC clarifies as and when issues are raised.

Action - MAIT

viii. Goods imported for non-sale purposes should be exempted from the scope of 
this Order, provided the labels on these products are labelled NOT FOR SALE, with 
no MRP labels. These Products are specifically imported for the purpose of warranty 
replacements for obsolete products.

Members were of the opinion that this is policy matter and beyond the jurisdiction of 
TAC.

ix. It is requested that Registered product valid for 5 years.



Members were of the opinion that this is policy matter, being controlled by BIS, and 
beyond the jurisdiction of TAC.

x. Set-top box: Can standard IS-616/EN60065 be confirmed for usage for Set-
top boxes.

Members were of the opinion that this is policy matter, being controlled by BIS, and 
beyond the jurisdiction of TAC.

xi. Industry has been given the understanding that multiple BIS registration are 
required for a single sample based on manufacturer’s location. However, single 
sample needs to be submitted for testing.

Members were of opinion that this was a false understanding, the source of which 
was unknown. BIS position has always been manufacturer - product - location based 
registration. In any case it is policy matter, being controlled by BIS, and beyond the 
jurisdiction of TAC.

*******************



ANNEXURE ‘A’

List of Participants - Sixth TAC Meeting Held on 02 April 2013

S.NO. NAME ORGANISATION DESIGNATION

1. Sh. Anil Chawla DeitY Scientist ‘F’
2. Smt. Asha Nangia DeitY Scientist ‘E’
3. Sh. G.C. Saxena STQC Certification Services Scientist ‘F’
4. Sh. P. Radhakrishna BIS Scientist ‘F’ &Head LITD
5. Sh. S.M. Shahid BIS Scientist ‘E’
6. Sh. Vijay BIS Scientist ‘E’
7. Sh.Avinash 

Ramachandra
Dell India Sr. Mgr. - Govt Affairs & 

Public Policy
8. Sh. Bikas Kr. Singh Lenovo India Head - Corporate Affairs
9. Sh. Vinod Kumar IBM India
10. Sh.Kumar Brata Das Samsung
11. Sh. Amit Chadha MAIT
12. Sh. Parminder singh HP
13. Sh. Rahul Seth HCL
14. Sh. Balbir Bora White water Solution India
15. Sh. Sanchit  Bajal Cisco system India Pvt. Ltd.
16. Sh. Ravi Khattar IBM
17. Sh. Anil Imartey IWIERTEK
18. Sh. Ashish Khanna Cannon India Pvt.Ltd Sr.Mgr - Govt Affairs
19. Sh. Saurabh Singh HP India 

The participants 7 to 19 attended as representatives of MAIT and not as nominee of 
individual organizations, as indicated.


